In the latter respect, no subject of inquiry can be more 
PEEFACE. As the immediately-exciting cause of the phenomenon is not known, it is for the most part consigned to the category of the unknowable. In some of the most recent works on Midwifery and the physiology of gestation, it is but barely mentioned, as a subject of hopeless speculation, and in others it is held up as a striking and salutary memento of our inability to comprehend Nature in her more secret Obstetricians have, happdy, been long aware of the potent influence that irritation applied to the interior of the uterus, after labour, has in causing it to contract, and it is surprising that this should have never been thought of as taking place before labour at a period when, by the movements of the foetus, it is being subjected to almost continual irritation.
As far as determining the cause or origin of any feeling of movement in this situation, the patient is in no better position than her medical attendant, except that she has more abundant opportunity of ob-
Where she is conscious of such a thing, it is owing to the muscular and tactile sense present in the walls of the abdomen, just as, when the obstetrician detects it, it is through the muscular and tactile sense wherewith his hand is endowed. I have been led to introduce the above remarks from a conviction that the attention both of the mother and the practitioner has hitherto been absorbed by the movements of the foetus, to the entire neglect of the contractions of the uterus, notAvithstanding the fact that these contractions are the main cause of the sense of movement experienced during pregnancy.
There is an involuntary and regular process of contraction and expansion -not an action, dormant for hours, breaking out all at once, and again suddenly subsiding ; but going on regularly for hours, day and night, and, in fact, to a more or less perceptible extent, is present whenever attention is directed to it.
If attention is directed, not to the body of the foetus (when it can be felt), but to the wall of the uterus, that substance will be found gradually to get tighter and firmer under the hand, and then, in the course of a very short time, to relax again. These contractions, when faint or imperceptible, may be intensified, just as the actions of the heart can be, by the sudden application of cold to the surface of the skin in the region of the organ.
It To sum up in conclusion. It is manifest that the great muscular
